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command, and by her direction, and she was so eager to see it
acted, that she commanded it to be finished in fourteen days;
and was aftenyards, as tradition tells us, very well pleased at
the representation." The information, it is probable, came origi-
nally from Dryden, who from his intimacy with Sir William
Davenant had an opportunity of learning many particulars con-
cerning our author.

At what period Shakspeare new-modelled The Merry Wives of
Windsor is unknown. I believe it was enlarged in 1603. See some
conjectures on the subject in the Attempt to Ascertain the Order
of his Plays, vol. ii. MALONE.

It is not generally known, that the first edition of The Merry
Wives of Windsor, in ics present state, is in the valuable folio,
printed 1623, from whence the quarto of the same play, dated
1630, was evidently copied. The two earlier quartos, J602 and
1619, only exhibit this comedy as it was originally written, and are
so far curious, as they contain Shakspeare's first conceptions in
forming a drama, which is the most complete specimen of his
comick powers- T. WARTON.